184	LORD CHESTERFIELD'S WORKS.
henda everything, from the culture of the earth to the government of it; men only become coxcombs by assuming particular characters for which they are particularly unfit, though others may shine in those very characters. But the case of the fair sex is quite different, for there are many characters which are not of the feminine gender, and, consequently, there may be two kinds of women-coxcombs; those who affect what does not fall within their department, and those who go out of their own natural characters, though they keep within the female province.
I should be very sorry to offend, where I only mean to advise and reform; I therefore hope the fair sex will pardon me, when I give ours this preference. Let them reflect that each sex has its distinguishing characteristic; and if they can with justice, as certainly they may, brand a man with the name of a cott-queen, if he invades a certain female detail, which is unquestionably their prerogative, may not we, with equal justice, retort upon them, when, laying aside their natural characters, they assume those which are appropriated to us ? The delicacy of then* texture, and the strength of ours, the beauty of their form, and the coarseness of ours, sufficiently indicate the respective vocations. Was Hercules ridiculous and contemptible with his distaff? Omphale would not have been less so at a review or a council-board. "Women are not formed for great cares themselves, but to sooth and soften ours; their tenderness is the proper reward for the toils we undergo for their preservation; and the ease and cheerfulness of their conversation, our desirable retreat from the labours of study and business. They are confined within the narrow limits of do-